
THE RECORDER
   March 5, 2014 

Serving the people of Franklin County and the North Quabbin Region recorder.com

75¢
   WEDNESDAY  

Stephanie Barton
Sunderland Elementary

PAGE A5W
E

A
T

H
E

R 32/2
SNOW

Lamb Stew
A warm, flavorful meal is  
remedy for the cold weather.

FOOD, PAGE D1   

100 points
Jourdan York-Welcome
reaches hockey milestone.

SPORTS, PAGE B1   

INDEX
Arts, Entertainment C5
Food D1
Classified advertising D3-D4
Comics D2
Death Notices, Obituaries  A6, A2
Editorial page A4
Local news C1, C3, C4
Nation & World A3, C6, D3
Puzzles D3
Sports B1-B4
Talk of the Towns C2
Television listings C5

For home delivery
413-774-2741 978-544-2118

circinfo@recorder.com

In India, GCC permaculture prof’s 
conservation lessons hit home

The soil in parts of Sadhana 
Forest is desiccated, flaky and 
devoid of nutrients.

A severely eroded area of about 
70 acres in southern India’s Tamil 
Naudu region seems like it could not 
spawn life. Yet after 10 years, efforts 
by an Israeli couple have reversed 

the effects of severe destruction 
of this “tropical dry evergreen for-
est” a few kilometers from the Bay 
of Bengal. They have reclaimed 5 
percent of the land and water con-
servation efforts have elevated the 
water table by 20 feet.

But how much could Abrah 
Dresdale, who coordinates 
Greenfield Community College’s 

Food and Farm Systems program, 
help accomplish in three weeks 
of working with a small team of 
students on a fellowship program 
recently?

Dresdale’s entire trip — cen-
tered around the international 
township of Auroville, created in 
1968 in part to replenish an area 
that’s suffered destruction of for-

ests, erosion and monsoon damage 
— was focused on the contrasts 
between our western culture of con-
sumption and the needs of India, 
where 1.2 billion people live.

“It really drives home the chal-
lenges on the planet today,” she 
told an audience at GCC this week, 
her first presentation since return-

By RICHIE DAVIS 
Recorder Staff

Submitted photo 
Abrah Dresdale, right, coordinator of Greenfield Community College’s Food and Farm Systems program, plants a banana tree in the edible 
forest garden she helped design and plant in southern India.  

GREENFIELD — It looks like the 
town won’t be purchasing the 80-year-
old Meadows Golf Course on Deerfield 
Street after all.

A day after Mayor William Martin 
decided to move ahead with plans to 
purchase the golf course by asking 
Town Council how much it would be 
willing to pay for the property, he with-
drew that request after learning some-
one else had made an offer, and it was 
accepted.

The nine-hole course had been 
listed on loopnet.com, a commercial 
real estate listing website, as a “dis-
tressed” property that needs lender 
approval for a short sale. Florence 
Savings Bank is the owner.

Joseph Traczynski, senior vice 
president for the bank, said the bank 
does not have a lot to say about the 
sale at this point.

“We are in the very early stages,” 
said Traczynski. “An offer has been 
made, but there is no purchase and 
sale agreement at this point.”

Martin said everyone had an “equal 

chance” at the purchase and someone 

happened to beat the town to the offer.

Terri White was the previous 

By ANITA FRITZ
Recorder Staff

Another buyer 
beats mayor  
to Meadows

Recorder/Paul Franz 
Another buyer has spoken for the Meadows Golf Course before the town 
had a chance to make an offer on the property. Greenfield’s wastewater 
treatment plant can be seen in the background.

TURNERS FALLS — Local 
state legislators are trying to 
secure enough money to build 
a new state-of-the-art facility 
for the Farren Care Center, 
which provides long-term 
nursing and mental health 
care services in a sprawling 
103-year-old complex.

The center, which serves 
patients who have both signif-
icant health care needs and 

mental or behavioral issues, 
is the only one of its kind in 
the state. The Massachusetts 
House of Representatives will 
vote today on a capital repairs 
bond bill that includes a $28.2 
million earmark for Farren. 

Owned and operated by 
the Holyoke-based Sisters of 
Providence Health System, 
the center is usually a last 
resort for patients who have 
been turned away from tradi-
tional nursing homes and care 
centers, said Franklin County 

state delegates Rep. Stephen 
Kulik and Sen. Stanley 
Rosenberg. 

But the facility, originally 
built and run for 87 years as a 
community hospital, is too old 
and too large for its current 
use. And because nearly all of 
its 122 patients are covered by 
Medicaid, the private center 
essentially depends on gov-
ernment money, the legisla-
tors said. Recorder/Paul Franz 

Farren Care Center in Montague will likely get state money to rebuild its facility, which is 
outdated. It is the only facility of its kind in the state.  

State may invest in 
Farren reconstruction
By CHRIS SHORES
Recorder Staff

GREENFIELD — A local man was 
sentenced to state prison for burning 
down his ex-wife’s Shelburne home.

Jeremiah Longe, 33, of 41 Norwood 
St., pleaded guilty to a single count of 
arson of a dwelling in Franklin County 
Superior Court Tuesday and was sen-
tenced to 3 to 5 years in state prison 
by Judge Mary-Lou Rup. He will be 
given credit for 316 days served while 
awaiting trial.

Longe burned down the home of 
his ex-wife, Sarah Hannigan, on April 
23. He was arrested in Greenfield in 
the early hours of April 24. 

After initially lying about his where-
abouts, Longe told police he bought 10 
gallons of gasoline at the Shelburne 
Mobil station, took it to his ex-wife’s 
house and poured the fuel throughout 
her bedroom, before setting the fire 
with a disposal lighter and piece of 
paper towel, according to a report by 
Trooper Michael Mazza.

The two-family home at 247 
Barnard Road was a total loss.

Hannigan’s tenants, Erica Sawyer 
and her 2-year-old daughter, were at 
home when Longe doused Hannigan’s 
bedroom with gasoline, though 
Hannigan was away in Florida at the 
time.

“What upset me the most is that 
the gasoline was poured while we 
were still in the house, on the other 
side of the wall from where my daugh-
ter was sleeping,” Sawyer told the 
court Tuesday.

Sawyer smelled gasoline fumes 
around 6 p.m. that day. At about 10 
p.m., the building’s fire alarms went 
off and Sawyer woke her child and left 
the residence.

She ran into Longe on the way out 
of the house.

“I saw Jeremiah outside, smoking 
a cigarette,” Sawyer said in a state-
ment during sentencing. “He told me 
the alarms were going off because he 

By DAVID RAINVILLE
Recorder Staff

Shelburne 
arsonist 
gets state 
prison

Exciting research suggests that a 
shot every one to three months may 
someday give an alternative to the 
daily pills that some people take now 
to cut their risk of getting HIV. 

The experimental drug has only 
been tested for prevention in mon-
keys, but it completely protected 
them from infection in two studies 
reported at an AIDS conference on 
Tuesday. 

“This is the most exciting inno-
vation in the field of HIV prevention 
that I’ve heard recently,” said Dr. 
Robert Grant, an AIDS expert at 
the Gladstone Institutes, a founda-
tion affiliated with the University of 

By MARILYNN MARCHIONE
Associated Press

Drug studies 
show big 
promise for 
HIV prevention

Saving our soil 

To serve 3 to 5 years
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ing. “Living here in ‘Happy 
Valley,’ everything is groovy, 
with all of these local energy 
initiatives and local agricul-
ture, but when we think about 
the global scale of what’s hap-
pening on the planet, and the 
impact of our consumption 
and the practices of western-
ization and capitalism spread-
ing all over the planet, you 
start to think, ‘Oh my good-
ness, we are really talking 
about resource depletion.’” 

Dresdale helped her GCC 
students design and build 
a permaculture garden on 
the Greenfield campus last 
year — one that uses plants 
that mimic natural systems 
to conserve resources. She 
brought her skills to the six-
week David Bird International 
Service Fellowship she won 
last year from her alma mater, 
Conway School of Landscape 
Design.

Dresdale saw the juxtapo-
sitions of mountains of waste 
next to water supplies and rice 
fields next to the highway, with 
its potential for pollutant run-
off, yet, the 1,250 acres that’s 
been reforested as part of the 
experimentation and research 
at Auroville and Sadhana 
Forest provided some hope for 
the future.

The international com-
munity established there is 
designed to show what the 
region can look like through 
thoughtful, deliberate action 
by people working together to 
care for the earth, Dresdale 

said. 
Auroville, with 21,000 peo-

ple from 43 countries, “is sort 
of this green bubble in the 
midst of the arid landscape,” 
with a host of research proj-
ects: growing bamboo to pro-
vide materials for sustainable 
living and industry, capturing 
monsoon water to recharge 
the groundwater instead of 
seeing it wash into the sea 
and erode the land, and using 
native vegetation to treat 
wastewater and “compressed 
stabilized earth” bricks for 
construction. 

For her final project, cre-
ating an edible landscape 
design in the residential area, 
Dresdale saw the wastewater 
from the communal kitchen 
that runs along the ground 
and reflected, “There’s this 
amazing resource. How do we 
turn a problem into a solu-
tion?”

In the closing days of her 

tour, Dresdale and a small 
corps of students worked on 
a design and brought togeth-
er 30 people to build up the 
soil for planting edible plants 
already around the land-
scape: papaya, wild pineapple, 
banana, ginger, grapevine, 
wild fig and guava.

“We created this real-
ly appropriate technology of 
‘lasagna gardening’ with sub-
tropical debris, using acacia 
mulch, termite droppings and 
coal, and layering these ... 
and watering it, and growing 
plants out of this carbon. 

“We were taking the com-
post that was right there and 
turning this muddy mess and 
using a resource that wasn’t 
being diverted,” she said.

One day before she was 
ready to leave India, a tour 
of the finished project area 
coincided with a rice harvest 
festival, with throngs of peo-

ple coming to see the newly 
created garden, “it was such 
an amazing affirmation; we 
left this gift for the communi-
ty. Because people are going 
through this area on their tour, 
they’re going to be able to 

see how we’ve rebuilt  this 
marginal landscape and how 
we’ve mobilized the com-
munity together to create a 
user-friendly, aesthetic area 
that can actually knit social 
fabric together.”

On the Web: 

www.sadhanaforest.org

You can reach Richie Davis at 
rdavis@recorder.com 
or 413-772-0261, Ext. 269

Robert J. Baker
NANTUCKET — Robert J. 

Baker, 64, of Nantucket, died 
Feb. 25 at Baystate Medical 
Center in Springfield. He was 
the husband of Katherine 
(Balasz) Baker, formerly of 
Shelburne Falls.

There are no church ser-
vices. 

A Celebration of Life ser-
vice will be held in the spring 
on a date to be announced.

In lieu of flowers, dona-
tions are suggested to the 
Marla Ceely Lamb Cancer 
Transportation Fund, 57 
Prospect St., Nantucket, MA. 
02554.

Arrangements are under 
the direction of the Smith-
Kelleher Funeral Home in 
Greenfield.

Walter Bielunis Sr.
SUNDERLAND — Walter 

Bielunis Sr., 91, of 85 Old 
Amherst Road, died Monday 
(3-3-14) at home.

Calling hours at the Wrisley 
Funeral Home chapel in South 
Deerfield will be Friday from 
5 to 7 p.m. Burial will be in the 
spring in Riverside Cemetery 
with military honors from the 
Navy.

Donations in his memory 
are suggested to Hospice of 
Franklin County, 329 Conway 
St., Greenfield, MA 01301 or 
VA Central Western Mass 
Home Base Primary Care, 421 
North Main St., Leeds, MA 
01053.

Expressions of sympathy 
at: 

www.wrisleyfuneralhome.com 

Helen G. Buzzell
ATHOL — Helen G. 

(Sinclair) Buzzell, 90, formerly 
of South Street, died Sunday 
(3-2-14) at Quabbin Valley 
Healthcare.

At the request of the 
deceased, there are no formal 
funeral services.

Donations in her mem-
ory are suggested to the 
American Lung Association, 
393 Maple St., Springfield, 
MA 01105 or the American 
Cancer Society, Centralized 

Memorial Processing Center, 
Framingham, MA 01701-9376.

Arrangements are under 
the direction of the Higgins-
O’Connor Funeral Home, 146 
Main St.  For further informa-
tion or to share a memory with 
the family, go to: 

www.higginsoconnorfuneralhome.com

Eleanor H. Cherwa
TURNERS FALLS — 

Eleanor H. (Koblinski) 
Cherwa, 84, of Davis Street, 
died Monday (3-3-14) at 
Baystate Franklin Medical 
Center in Greenfield.

Arrangements, under the 
direction of the Kostanski 
Funeral Home, were incom-
plete at press time.

Sympathy message avail-
able at: 

www.kostanskifuneralhome.com

Roy P. Hothan
SOUTH WINDSOR, Conn. 

— Roy P. Hothan, 90, former-
ly of Greenfield, Mass., died 
Sunday (3-2-14) at the Village 
at Buckland Court Assisted 
Living Facility.

Services will be in the 
spring at a date to be 
announced.

Arrangements are under 
the direction of Walker Funeral 
Home, 14 High St., Greenfield.

Routhier service
TURNERS FALLS — 

Services in celebration of the 
life of David J. Routier, 54, of 
128 L St., who died  Jan. 31, 
will be held Saturday with a 
Liturgy of Christian Burial at 
11 a.m. at Our Lady of Peace 
Parish, 90 Seventh St., with 
the Rev. Stanley J. Aksamit, 
pastor, celebrant. 

Rites of committal and 
inurnment will be private and 
at the convenience of the fami-
ly in St. Anne’s Cemetery. 

Arrangements are under 
the direction of McCarthy 
Funeral Homes of Greenfield 
and Turners Falls. Guest book 
and condolence message 
available at: 

www.mcarthyfuneralhomes.com

Full-text paid obituaries can be found on Page A2. 
Because of differing deadlines, notices sometimes 
appear a day or so before the obituary.

Death notices

“We cannot afford to lose this 
facility,” said Rosenberg. “We can-
not replicate it easily anywhere else 
and we don’t want to lose the jobs in 
Franklin County.”

Farren employs about 200 people, 
although not all work full time, said 
Christopher McLaughlin, the health 
center’s chief operating office and 
senior vice president. Employees 
includes administrators, nurses, 
housekeepers, assistants and work-

ers who specialize in improving a 
patient’s social environment.

Only a small number of 
patients have their own room, said 
McLaughlin. That’s just one exam-
ple, he said, of how the facility’s orig-
inal hospital setup is not completely 
adaptable to the long-term care cen-
ter’s current use. 

He said that health center staff 
are still figuring out what exactly a 
new facility, or a renovation of the 
current one, would look like. All par-
ties would like to keep it in Turners 

Falls.
Kulik and Rosenberg have 

been meeting with the Sisters of 
Providence and state officials for 
years. They’ve come up with two 
ways to raise money for a new facili-
ty: the capital bond bill allocation and 
increased Medicaid reimbursements 
from the state.

The reimbursement change has 
recently gone through, the legislators 
said, although details of the increase 
were unavailable on Tuesday. But 
while that fix will help the center 

swallow annual financial losses at 
Farren, it isn’t the most timely or 
cost-effective solution to raise money 
for a renovation project, they said.

Only time will tell, they said, if the 
bond bill route is successful. Both the 
House and Senate, as well as Gov. 
Deval Patrick, will need to approve it.

McLaughlin said that the Sisters 
of Providence, which has run the 
facility since the early 20th century, 
will likely submit some form of con-
struction project plans to the state 
within the next 12 months — regard-

less of when or if funding presents 
itself.

The Farren community hospital 
closed in 1988 and opened as a long-
term care center two years later. 

Several health organizations, 
including Franklin County Home 
Care Corp. and the Community 
Health Center of Franklin County’s 
dental program, rent out space in 
the facility.

You can reach Chris Shores at: 
cshores@recorder.com 
or 413-772-0261, ext. 264

Farren: Employs 200 people, full and part time; cares for 122 patients
From Page  A 1

Soil
From Page  A 1

Submitted photo
Abrah Dresdale planting pineapple sucker as part of her final project during a fellowship 
trip to India. Dresdale coordinates the Food and Farm Systems program at Greenfield 
Community College.

Submitted photo
Desiccated soil in tropical dry evergreen forest of south-
eastern India.

“... when we think about the global scale of what’s happening 
on the planet, and the impact of our consumption and the prac-
tices of westernization and capitalism ... we are really talking 
about resource depletion.”

Abrah Dresdale
coordinator of Food and Farm Systems Program at GCC

owner. She owned the property in 2011, 
when Tropical Storm Irene pummeled it 
and severely damaged the riverside course 
and clubhouse.

White, who could not be reached for 
comment, tried to rebuild, but the course 
didn’t reopen until late 2012, and even then 
not all of the nine holes were playable. The 
course is near the Green River and bound-
ed by the Deerfield River, which often 
floods the course at spring freshet but not 
with the devastating effect of the flooding 
brought by Irene.

Martin said he does not yet know who 
the buyer is or what he, she or they plan to 
do with it, but is hoping it will be used for 
something recreational. He said the land 
is “recreational chapter land” according to 
the state, so most of it will remain green. 

The mayor said the town will still have 

to think about what it wants to do.
“We obviously have no choice but to 

accept that someone else has bought it, but 
we do have to consider the fact that some-
day the EPA may mandate an expansion of 
our wastewater treatment plant and we’re 
going to need some land to do so,” said 
Martin of the town facility adjacent to the 
golf course.

He said if that happens, the town would 
either have to consider buying a piece of 
the property from the new owner or tak-
ing some of the land to accommodate an 
expansion, when and if the time comes.

“I’m not sure the new owner will need 
or use all 50 acres anyway,” said Martin. 
“Maybe the town can also work out a deal 
to buy some of the riverfront so that it can 
move ahead with plans to put a park there 
some day. I hope we can work something 
out.”

Martin had big plans for the property, 

including putting a dog park there, maybe a 
skate park, a walking and sitting park clos-
er to Deerfield Street, and a toddler water 
park. He had also thought the clubhouse 
could be leased to a retailer or that town 
committee meetings could be held there.

According to town assessors, the prop-
erty zoned commercial at 398 Deerfield St. 
is assessed at $552,098. The price listed on 
loopnet.com was $570,000.

The property is on a flood plain, so 
Martin said there are parts of the 50 acres 
that won’t be able to be built on.

Gary Noga, Daniel Majewski and John 
Stacy owned the golf course for 15 years 
until they sold it to Alexandra and David 
Nunez in 2005 for $1.2 million. In 2008, 
there was a foreclosure sale and the course 
never opened that year. White bought the 
golf course in late 2008 or early 2009.

Meadows: No purchase and sale signed yet
From Page  A 1
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Like Us On Facebook
Pete's Seafood • 772-2153

ASH WEDNESDAY
SPECIALS

Haddock Dinner, $11.50
Haddock Boat, $6.75

Haddock Sandwich, $3.99
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1 Smitty’s    Pub

Chapman St., Greenfield
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Left-Right-Center
Tournament

Saturday, March 8, 6:30pm
Pre-register. $15 per person

Limited Space Available
CASH PRIZES
Call 773-1949
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New One Bedroom 
Apartment

 For Ages 55 and Over.
South Main St.
South Deerfield

Call 413-665-3804 for more details
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Franklin County
rotary Club

Presents
an Evening of

Fun - FooD & FunDraiSinG
Appetizers, Raffles,

Wine Tasting, Live Music
Terrazza at the CC of G
Friday, March 7th, 2014

6:30pm to close - $25 per person
or $20.00 in advance

Benefit for Ice Stars for Wounded Warriors
For more information or advance tickets 

contact the Gilmore &
Farrell Insurance Agency - 413-773-3686

Still accepting Raffle donations
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"We're Not Just Cookies Anymore"
Today's specials

Corn Chowder,
Chicken Noodle Soup,

Stuffed Cabbage Soup,
Homemade Baked
Macaroni & Cheese

Cookies & Cakes For All Occasions
Call 773-3030

224½ Federal St., Gfld.
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Oil Heating System
Tune-ups & Repairs

863-2020
Fair Pricing / On Call 24/7

Mark Letourneau
27 yrs. Experience
Licensed & Insured

www.letourneauheating.com

at Country Jeweler
Corner of Main & Chapman Streets
oPen 7 DayS-late on Friday

www.countryjeweler.com

Monthly Special
$5.00 Off 4-Leaf Clover

Bracelets

32
87

26
7
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